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A&A 2025 Distinguished Alumni
Nomination Form
Purpose: To honor an alumni of the William E. Boeing Department of Aeronautics &
Astronautics at the University of Washington for substantial contributions to aerospace
engineering in a spirit of intellectual curiosity, exploration, integrity, and service.

Eligibility:  Nominees must have completed at least one degree from The William E.
Boeing Department of Aeronautics & Astronautics (A&A) - bachelor, master, or PhD.

Nomination and Selection Process: Any member of the A&A Department and any alum
can nominate an alum through this form. The A&A Community Committee will review all
nominations and recommend the top three who most strongly meet the selection criteria.
The final honoree will be selected by the Department Chair in consultation with the
Department Faculty based on the rubric assessment submitted by the Community
Committee.

Selection Criteria: The final honoree will be selected for their sustained contributions in the
following categories:

Recognized for advancing our understanding of the fundamental concepts,
technologies, applications of aerospace engineering, and whose work has had a
positive impact on society.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwhSkk9MW6EIE4x2XSRam_GrVVIRmG5mxILmEKGTc-VFvL1w/viewform?usp=mail_form_link
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sXBrt84-tgGRjHhKIWTR1FOl72tRzgxZ/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111743914634431297984&rtpof=true&sd=true


Commitment to the highest ethical standards and professional integrity.
Inspirational and collaborative leadership.
Demonstrated commitment to inclusivity and support for marginalized or
underrepresented groups in a profession, organization, or community.
Potential for engagement with our department and extended community.

Please fill out as much as you can. All fields are not required.

Deadline: February 7

Email *

Your Name: *

Alan R. Mullay - UW supporter and retired Boeing Executive Vice-President, President and 
CEO of Boeing Commercial Airplanes, President of Boeing Defense and Space, and the 
President and CEO of Ford Motor Company.

Role: *

Alumni

Current Student

Faculty

Staff

Other:  

Nominators are friends and Boeing coworkers who worked for and with
Charlie for years experiencing many examples of his leadership and
mentoring capabilities. Many other former Boeing VPs, Directors,
managers, engineers benefited from working for and with Charlie.

Name of Nominee: *



Charles R. Higgins, UW BSAA 1971 and retired former Boeing Chief Project Engineer, and
multiple Vice President assignments – see following writeup

Relationship to Nominee:
(Friend, Coworker, Mentor, etc)

Nominators are friends and Boeing coworkers who worked for and with Charlie for years
experiencing many examples of his leadership and mentoring capabilities. Many other
former Boeing VPs, Directors, managers, engineers benefited from working for and with
Charlie.

Nominee's A&A degree / graduation year (if known)

UW BSAA 1971

Summary of Nominee's Bio / Experience:  *

Charlie led many significant technology, safety and security enhancements over a lengthy
career with Boeing Commercial Airplanes. Some examples include: • As Boeing
Commercial Airplanes technology leader in the 1980s, Charlie led worldwide working
together with industry and government to address significant safety and operational
challenges such as “wind shear” and the impact of deicing fluids on 737 takeoff safety.
Improvements were made in airplane technology, airplane operations, and support
products and training with significant reductions in the number and frequency of aviation
accidents from these situations. • Charlie’s work as 777 Chief Project Engineer in the
1990s included leadership of advancements in: o Airplane performance – Aerodynamics,
weight, and noise o Integrated airplane test program that included: � Comprehensive lab
tests involving 70+ labs testing individual components, sub-systems, complete airplane
systems. The industry’s first Systems Integration Lab to test full airplane level
implementation and integration about 1 year before the first airplane was assembled.
Previously these tests were first accomplished on airplanes. � Extensive flight tests on 9
airplanes conducting worldwide tests of 777’s powered by Pratt and Whitney, GE and Rolls
Royce engines. Resulting airplane maturity supported key program and airline “service
ready” objectives. o Airplane certification advancements included the first concurrent
FAA/JAA certification, and full airplane certification per FAR 25.1309. o Advancements in
approval for Extended Range Operations (ETOPS) with the first full 180-minute ETOPS
approval at introduction into airline service. This included lab, ground and flight tests of
engines and ETOPS critical systems. The 1000 operational cycle ETOPS airplane flight
demonstration programs for each engine type included 90 airplane cycles (~400 flight
hours) in conjunction with airline flight and ground personnel. o 777 Service Ready



program objectives were met ensuring airplane, support products and training programs
helped airlines achieve high schedule reliability at initial delivery and introduction into
revenue service. • Charlie’s work as Vice President for airplane and aviation safety – late
1990s included examples such as: o Charlie led Boeing work with government and
industry to investigate and improve aviation safety in response to worldwide accidents
such as US Air Flight 427, Birgenair 301, TWA 800, Korean Air 801, Silk Air 185, and
Egyptair 990. o Charlie led development of pro-active government/industry aviation safety
risk management working together processes that was formalized in programs such as the
2008 Collier trophy winning Commercial Aviation Safety Team (CAST) – see
https://icao.usmission.gov/fact-sheet-commercial-aviation-safety-team/ � Under Charlies
leadership support teams such as the following worked within CAST: • Boeing co-led “Joint
Safety Analysis Teams” (JSAT) to identify lessons learned from aviation accidents and
incidents. • Boeing participated in “Joint Safety Implementation Teams” (JSIT) to develop
and coordinate implementation of safety enhancements • Boeing airplanes and support
programs incorporated many improvements resulting from CAST. o Charlie led
government and industry working together for the IICAO Global Aviation Safety Plan
(GASP) – see https://www.icao.int/safety/GASP/Pages/Home.aspx � GASP participants
work to “…continually reduce fatalities, and the risk of fatalities…including … a risk-based
approach to managing safety…a framework in which regional and national aviation safety
plans…are developed and implemented.” o Charlie’s work as Vice President for Aviation
safety and security – post 9-11-2001 included examples such as: � Charlie led Boeing
working together with government and industry in response to the 9-11 terrorist attacks.
Key results included: • Rapid design, development, manufacture, test, certication and
implementation of responses to the attack including: o Participation in the US DOT
sponsored “Rapid Response Team” o Coordination of worldwide enhancements of flight
deck security – examples incorporated and made available for Boeing products included
flight deck doors, enhanced video surveillance, transponder upgrades, increased crew
communication, and improved airline training. � Charlie led government/industry working
together to apply risk management for US and worldwide aviation security. Examples of
these classified Secret programs include: • The Risk Management Working Group
chartered under the DHS Aviation Sector Coordinating Council to “…work together to
evaluate risk reduction potential and operational/economic impacts of potential aviation
security measures.” • US Commercial Aviation Partnership (USCAP) to provide operational
and economic impact assessments on commercial aviation for aviation security decision
makers. Boeing developed and operated the analysis methodology and evaluation results
for this effort at no cost to the government or industry. • Risk Management Analysis
Process (RMAP) analysis methodology/tools were developed and operated by Boeing at
no cost to government or industry to work together to conduct classified secret analyses of
risk reduction potential of potential aviation security measures. o Charlie’s work as Vice
President Advanced Programs and Technology – Charlie led working together in the
2000’s with all elements of the Boeing Company and government/industry to develop and
implement improved operations/economics and safety/security of in service, new
production and future products and services.

Why should your nominee be awarded as an A&A Distinguished Alum?



His career long contributions are extraordinary and provide worldwide
operations/economic, technology, safety, and security benefits for people, and for current
and future aviation products and services. Recognition of Charlie’s years of unique
contributions to advancement of aviation technology, safety and security; and an example
to students of how working together with industry and government can make a significant
difference in the lives of people worldwide.

How has your nominee been recognized for advancing our understanding of
the fundamental concepts, technologies, applications of aerospace
engineering? How has your nominee's work had a positive impact on society?
(optional)

Charlie’s accomplishments have been recognized within Boeing and by multiple industry
and government organizations. Some examples include: • Charlie’s leadership on wind
shear was recognized by: o Boeing “Presidents Award for Contributions to Aviation
Safety… through participation in development of the FAA Windshear Training Aid…” o
Congressional testimony on Oct 20, 1988 by Norman Minetta with “…evidence that new
windshear training techniques…have been instrumental in avoiding hazardous wind-shear
conditions…the windshear training aid team… Boeing: Charles R. Higgins, program
manager…” o Charlies’ wind shear contributions were recognized by multiple SAE
International technical papers – see http://profiles.sae.org/c._r._higgins/; see
https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-
papers/content/861699/#:~:text=Charles%20R.%20Higgins,%20Edward%20L.%20Baker;
see https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-papers/content/872441/; • Charlie’s
leadership capabilities were recognized by Boeing sponsorship for his participation in the
Sloan Executive Management Program. Charlie graduated with an MIT Masters in
Management from the Sloan program in 1991. Charlie was then promoted to multiple key
engineering and executive responsibilities. • Charlie’s “…“distinguished service in
achieving safer utilization of aircraft…” was recognized by the 1991 Aviation Week &
Space Technology Distinguished Service Award – see
https://flightsafety.org/foundation/aviation-awards/archived-aviation-awards/aviation-week-
space-technology-distinguished-service-award/ • Charlie’s 777 contributions were
significant in Boeing receiving the 1995 Collier trophy for “…design, manufacturing and
introducing into service the world’s most advanced commercial transport – the Boeing
777.” • Charlie’s leadership helped CAST achieve the 2008 Collier Trophy for “…achieving
unprecedented safety level in US commercial airline operations by reduction risk of a fatal
airline accident by 83 percent, resulting in two consecutive years of no scheduled
commercial airline fatalities.” • Charlie’s leadership was recognized by many positions on
government and industry advisory boards. Charlie’s work has measurably improved
worldwide commercial aviation operations, economics, safety and security. See examples
included in this application.

How has your nominee been committed to the highest ethical standards and



professional integrity? (optional)

Charlie has always been driven by his “moral compass” and inspires others to work toward
the objectives of what is right, and implementing “working together” practices and
processes.

How has your nominee contributed to inspirational and collaborative
leadership? (optional)

Charlie helped Boeing, government and industry personnel understand the importance of
motivations and objectives, and working together teams, plans and processes that support
effective and efficient achievements. Many of these projects involved thousands of people
around the world.

How has your nominee demonstrated commitment to inclusivity and support for
marginalized or underrepresented groups in a profession, organization, or
community? (optional)

Charlie worked effectively with people of all nationalities, groups, heritages, ethnic
backgrounds, etc. to help achieve common objectives for improvement. Many of these
efforts involved thousands of people around the world.

How does your nominee have potential for engagement with our department
and extended community? Do they participate in other comparable
communities? (optional)

Charlie’s examples of accomplishments provide incentive for students and graduates to
work together to make significant impacts on people worldwide. Improvements in
aeronautical technology, methods, and processes can continue to enhance operations,
safety, security and quality of life around the world. Charlie’s health imposes limitations on
how he can personally engage with UW AA department/community, but he has engaged
recently via Zoom with UW students. In addition, the people listed as sponsors of this
nomination (Lars, Alan, Chet, and Ron) can provide personal support if helpful. See
following note from Alan Mulally: Amy Sprague UW Aero and Astronautics Subject: My
support for Nomination of Charles R. Higgins for A&A Distinguished Alum I worked closely
with Charlie Higgins for many years at Boeing, and strongly support his nomination for UW
A&A Distinguished Alum. Examples of the work Charlie and I accomplished by working
together are described very well in the attached nomination word file. I would be happy to
engage with the A&A department and extended community to share some of our
accomplishments, work experiences, and how Charlie’s extraordinary leadership has
produced worldwide benefits for aviation, engineering, safety and security. Please let me



know if/how I can help. Thank you for you continuing wonderful Aeronautics and
Astronautics education! Alan R Mulally
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From: Linda and Ron Robinson 
Sent: Friday, February 7, 2025 11:02 AM 
To: UW Aero & Astro 
Cc:  Lars Andersen, Chet and Kathy Ekstrand, Alan Mulally 
Subject: Re: Reminder! By Friday: Nominate our next A&A Distinguished Alum! 

Amy, 

Sorry to provide late input, but i just received copies of several of the award certificates for Charlie 
Higgins' nomination for UW AA distinguished alumni.  

Attached to this email are the following additions to the previously submitted materials: 

• 1986 Aviation Week and Space Technology Laurels page recognizing - "Charles R. Higgins,
Alan R. Mulally and Simon P. Scott of the Boeing wind shear team for establishing a base for 
wind shear study and effective pilot training." 

• 1995 American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA) Edward C. Wells Technical
Management Achievement Award for 1995 to Charles R. Higgins Chief Project Engineer, 777 
Aircraft Design Boeing Commercial Airplane Group "For leading the Boeing certification 
effort which resulted in the achievement of 777 concurrent FAA/JAA certification and FAA 
approval for 777 extended range twin-engine operations at service entry." 

• 1997 Boeing Commercial Airplane Group "President's Award for Contributions to Aviation
Safety" to Charlie. Higgins  "... In recognition of your outstanding contribution to aviation 
safety through participation in development of the FAA Windshear Training Aid...have 
resulted in a very significant ten-year reduction in windshear-related accidents and saving of 
many lives.  The entire aviation industry and the traveling public are grateful for your efforts 
in improving aviation safety..." 

Thanks again for you patience with the multiple communications, and consideration of Charlie for 
this important recognition. 

Have a great day, 
Ron Robinson 









From: Linda and Ron Robinson 
Sent: Thursday, February 6, 2025 4:11 PM 
To: UW Aero & Astro 
Cc:  Lars Andersen, Chet and Kathy Ekstrand, Alan Mulally 
Subject: Re: Reminder! By Friday: Nominate our next A&A Distinguished Alum! 

Amy, 

I am enclosing copies of the word file and background information used to input the nomination 
documents for Charlie Higgins cosponsored by Lars, Chet, Alan and myself.  Since the online web site 
only allowed a single nominator name entry, i made 4 separate entries - one for each of us.  i hope 
this isn't too much confusion, work, etc. for you and UW. 

I am attaching the word file nomination coordinated with the nominators,  a copy of the 
Congressional record testimony on wind shear recognizing Charlie's contributions, Charlies Sloan 
Management certificate,  a copy of the Boeing presidents award (although this certificate is for Chet, 
a similar was given to Charlie), and 2 working together summary files.  

in addition, Charlies contributions are recognized in the email Alan sent previously - see 
• Alan	Mulally	-	Engineer	of	the	Year,	Design	News)

Please let any of us know if/how we can help consideration of Charlie for this well - deserved 
recognition. 

Thanks and have a great evening, 
Ron Robinson 

https://www.workingtogetherbrightfuture.com/post-0007-work




A&A 2025 Dis*nguished Alumni Nomina*on Form 
Purpose: To honor an alumni of the William E. Boeing Department of Aeronau7cs 
& Astronau7cs at the University of Washington for substan7al contribu7ons to 
aerospace engineering in a spirit of intellectual curiosity, explora7on, integrity, 
and service. 

Your Name:* 

Lars Q. Andersen - UW BSAA 1968 grad, 2011 UW AA disAnguished alumni award and reAred 
former Boeing Vice President 

Chester L. Ekstrand - ReAred former Boeing VP and Director Flight Crew OperaAons  

Alan R. Mullay - UW supporter and reAred Boeing ExecuAve Vice-President, President and CEO 
of Boeing Commercial Airplanes, President of Boeing Defense and Space, and the President and 
CEO of Ford Motor Company. 

Ronald H. Robinson - UW BSAA 1968 grad and reAred former Boeing Director.  

Name of Nominee:* 

Charles R. Higgins, UW BSAA 1971 and reAred former Boeing Chief Project Engineer, and 
mulAple Vice President assignments – see following writeup 

RelaAonship to Nominee: 

Nominators are friends and Boeing coworkers who worked for and with Charlie for years 
experiencing many examples of his leadership and mentoring capabiliAes. Many other former 
Boeing VPs, Directors, managers, engineers benefited from working for and with Charlie.   

Nominee's A&A degree / graduaAon year (if known) 

UW BSAA 1971 

Summary of Nominee's Bio / Experience: * 

Charlie led many significant technology, safety and security enhancements over a lengthy career 
with Boeing Commercial Airplanes.  Some examples include: 

• As Boeing Commercial Airplanes technology leader in the 1980s, Charlie led worldwide 
working together with industry and government to address significant safety and 
operaAonal challenges such as “wind shear” and the impact of deicing fluids on 737 
takeoff safety.  Improvements were made in airplane technology, airplane operaAons, 



and support products and training with significant reducAons in the number and 
frequency of aviaAon accidents from these situaAons. 

• Charlie’s work as 777 Chief Project Engineer in the 1990s included leadership of 
advancements in: 

o Airplane performance – Aerodynamics, weight, and noise 
o Integrated airplane test program that included:  

§ Comprehensive lab tests involving 70+ labs tesAng individual 
components, sub-systems, complete airplane systems.  The industry’s first 
Systems IntegraAon Lab to test full airplane level implementaAon and 
integraAon about 1 year before the first airplane was assembled.  
Previously these tests were first accomplished on airplanes. 

§ Extensive flight tests on 9 airplanes conducAng worldwide tests of 777’s 
powered by Prak and Whitney, GE and Rolls Royce engines.  ResulAng 
airplane maturity supported key program and airline “service ready” 
objecAves. 

o Airplane cerAficaAon advancements included the first concurrent FAA/JAA 
cerAficaAon, and full airplane cerAficaAon per FAR 25.1309. 

o Advancements in approval for Extended Range OperaAons (ETOPS) with the first 
full 180-minute ETOPS approval at introducAon into airline service.  This included 
lab, ground and flight tests of engines and ETOPS criAcal systems.  The 1000 
operaAonal cycle ETOPS airplane flight demonstraAon programs for each engine 
type included 90 airplane cycles (~400 flight hours) in conjuncAon with airline 
flight and ground personnel. 

o 777 Service Ready program objecAves were met ensuring airplane, support 
products and training programs helped airlines achieve high schedule reliability 
at iniAal delivery and introducAon into revenue service. 

• Charlie’s work as Vice President for airplane and aviaAon safety – late 1990s included 
examples such as: 

o Charlie led Boeing work with government and industry to invesAgate and 
improve aviaAon safety in response to worldwide accidents such as US Air Flight 
427, Birgenair 301, TWA 800, Korean Air 801, Silk Air 185, and Egyptair 990. 

o Charlie led development of pro-acAve government/industry aviaAon safety risk 
management working together processes that was formalized in programs such 
as the 2008 Collier trophy winning Commercial AviaAon Safety Team (CAST) – see 
hkps://icao.usmission.gov/fact-sheet-commercial-aviaAon-safety-team/ 

§ Under Charlies leadership support teams such as the following worked 
within CAST: 

https://icao.usmission.gov/fact-sheet-commercial-aviation-safety-team/


•  Boeing co-led “Joint Safety Analysis Teams” (JSAT) to idenAfy 
lessons learned from aviaAon accidents and incidents. 

• Boeing parAcipated in “Joint Safety ImplementaAon Teams” (JSIT) 
to develop and coordinate implementaAon of safety 
enhancements 

• Boeing airplanes and support programs incorporated many 
improvements resulAng from CAST. 

o Charlie led government and industry working together for the IICAO Global 
AviaAon Safety Plan (GASP) – see 
hkps://www.icao.int/safety/GASP/Pages/Home.aspx  

§ GASP parAcipants work to “…conAnually reduce fataliAes, and the risk of 
fataliAes…including … a risk-based approach to managing safety…a 
framework in which regional and naAonal aviaAon safety plans…are 
developed and implemented.” 

o Charlie’s work as Vice President for AviaAon safety and security – post 9-11-2001 
included examples such as: 

§ Charlie led Boeing working together with government and industry in 
response to the 9-11 terrorist akacks.  Key results included: 

• Rapid design, development, manufacture, test, cerAcaAon and 
implementaAon of responses to the akack including: 

o ParAcipaAon in the US DOT sponsored “Rapid Response 
Team” 

o CoordinaAon of worldwide enhancements of flight deck 
security – examples incorporated and made available for 
Boeing products included flight deck doors, enhanced 
video surveillance, transponder upgrades, increased crew 
communicaAon, and improved airline training. 

§ Charlie led government/industry working together to apply risk 
management for US and worldwide aviaAon security.  Examples of these 
classified Secret programs include: 

• The Risk Management Working Group chartered under the DHS 
AviaAon Sector CoordinaAng Council to “…work together to 
evaluate risk reducAon potenAal and operaAonal/economic 
impacts of potenAal aviaAon security measures.” 

• US Commercial AviaAon Partnership (USCAP) to provide 
operaAonal and economic impact assessments on commercial 
aviaAon for aviaAon security decision makers.  Boeing developed 



and operated the analysis methodology and evaluaAon results for 
this effort at no cost to the government or industry. 

• Risk Management Analysis Process (RMAP) analysis 
methodology/tools were developed and operated by Boeing at no 
cost to government or industry to work together to conduct 
classified secret analyses of risk reducAon potenAal of potenAal 
aviaAon security measures. 

o Charlie’s work as Vice President Advanced Programs and Technology – Charlie led 
working together in the 2000’s with all elements of the Boeing Company and 
government/industry to develop and implement improved operaAons/economics 
and safety/security of in service, new producAon and future products and 
services. 

Why should your nominee be awarded as an A&A DisAnguished Alum? 

His career long contribuAons are extraordinary and provide worldwide operaAons/economic, 
technology, safety, and security benefits for people, and for current and future aviaAon products 
and services. 

RecogniAon of Charlie’s years of unique contribuAons to advancement of aviaAon technology, 
safety and security; and an example to students of how working together with industry and 
government can make a significant difference in the lives of people worldwide. 

How has your nominee been recognized for advancing our understanding of the fundamental 
concepts, technologies, applicaAons of aerospace engineering?  

Charlie’s accomplishments have been recognized within Boeing and by mulAple industry and 
government organizaAons.  Some examples include: 

• Charlie’s leadership on wind shear was recognized by:  
o Boeing “Presidents Award for ContribuAons to AviaAon Safety… through 

parAcipaAon in development of the FAA Windshear Training Aid…”   
o Congressional tesAmony on Oct 20, 1988 by Norman Mineka with “…evidence 

that new windshear training techniques…have been instrumental in avoiding 
hazardous wind-shear condiAons…the windshear training aid team… Boeing: 
Charles R. Higgins, program manager…” 

o Charlies’ wind shear contribuAons were recognized by mulAple SAE InternaAonal 
technical papers – see hkp://profiles.sae.org/c._r._higgins/; see 
hkps://www.sae.org/publicaAons/technical-
papers/content/861699/#:~:text=Charles%20R.%20Higgins,%20Edward%20L.%2

http://profiles.sae.org/c._r._higgins/
https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-papers/content/861699/#:~:text=Charles%20R.%20Higgins,%20Edward%20L.%20Baker
https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-papers/content/861699/#:~:text=Charles%20R.%20Higgins,%20Edward%20L.%20Baker


0Baker; see hkps://www.sae.org/publicaAons/technical-
papers/content/872441/;  

• Charlie’s leadership capabiliAes were recognized by Boeing sponsorship for his 
parAcipaAon in the Sloan ExecuAve Management Program.  Charlie graduated with an 
MIT Masters in Management from the Sloan program in 1991.  Charlie was then 
promoted to mulAple key engineering and execuAve responsibiliAes. 

• Charlie’s “…“disAnguished service in achieving safer uAlizaAon of aircraz…” was 
recognized by the 1991 AviaAon Week & Space Technology DisAnguished Service Award 
– see hkps://flightsafety.org/foundaAon/aviaAon-awards/archived-aviaAon-
awards/aviaAon-week-space-technology-disAnguished-service-award/ 

• Charlie’s 777 contribuAons were significant in Boeing receiving the 1995 Collier trophy 
for “…design, manufacturing and introducing into service the world’s most advanced 
commercial transport – the Boeing 777.” 

• Charlie’s leadership helped CAST achieve the 2008 Collier Trophy for “…achieving 
unprecedented safety level in US commercial airline operaAons by reducAon risk of a 
fatal airline accident by 83 percent, resulAng in two consecuAve years of no scheduled 
commercial airline fataliAes.”   

• Charlie’s leadership was recognized by many posiAons on government and industry 
advisory boards. 

How has your nominee's work had a posiAve impact on society? (opAonal) 

Charlie’s work has measurably improved worldwide commercial aviaAon operaAons, economics, 
safety and security.  See examples included in this applicaAon. 

How has your nominee been commiked to the highest ethical standards and professional 
integrity? (opAonal) 

Charlie has always been driven by his “moral compass” and inspires others to work toward the 
objecAves of what is right, and implemenAng “working together” pracAces and processes. 

How has your nominee contributed to inspiraAonal and collaboraAve leadership? (opAonal) 

Charlie helped Boeing, government and industry personnel understand the importance of 
moAvaAons and objecAves, and working together teams, plans and processes that support 
effecAve and efficient achievements.  Many of these projects involved thousands of people 
around the world. 

How has your nominee demonstrated commitment to inclusivity and support for marginalized 
or underrepresented groups in a profession, organizaAon, or community? (opAonal) 

https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-papers/content/861699/#:~:text=Charles%20R.%20Higgins,%20Edward%20L.%20Baker
https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-papers/content/872441/
https://www.sae.org/publications/technical-papers/content/872441/


Charlie worked effecAvely with people of all naAonaliAes, groups, heritages, ethnic 
backgrounds, etc. to help achieve common objecAves for improvement.  Many of these efforts 
involved thousands of people around the world. 

How does your nominee have potenAal for engagement with our department and extended 
community? Do they parAcipate in other comparable communiAes? (opAonal) 

Charlie’s examples of accomplishments provide incenAve for students and graduates to work 
together to make significant impacts on people worldwide.  Improvements in aeronauAcal 
technology, methods, and processes can conAnue to enhance operaAons, safety, security and 
quality of life around the world. 

Charlie’s health imposes limitaAons on how he can personally engage with UW AA 
department/community, but he has engaged recently via Zoom with UW students.  In addiAon,  
the people listed as sponsors of this nominaAon (Lars, Alan, Chet, and Ron) can provide 
personal support if helpful. See following note from Alan Mulally: 

Amy Sprague 
UW Aero and Astronau3cs 
 

Subject: My support for Nomina3on of Charles R. Higgins for A&A Dis3nguished Alum 
 
I worked closely with Charlie Higgins for many years at Boeing, and strongly support his 
nomina3on for UW A&A Dis3nguished Alum. 
 
Examples of the work Charlie and I accomplished by working together are described very 
well in the aLached nomina3on word file.   
 
I would be happy to engage with the A&A department and extended community to share 
some of our accomplishments, work experiences, and how Charlie’s extraordinary 
leadership has produced worldwide benefits for avia3on, engineering, safety and 
security.   
 
Please let me know if/how I can help. 
 
Thank you for you con3nuing wonderful Aeronau3cs and Astronau3cs educa3on! 
Alan R Mulally 
 

 





From: Alan Mulally  
Sent: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 9:59 PM 
To: UW Aero & Astro 
Cc: Linda and Ron Robinson, Lars Andersen, Chet and Kathy Ekstrand  
Subject: Re: Reminder! By Friday: Nominate our next A&A Distinguished Alum! 
 
Hello Amy! 
  
Would just like to share with you our excitement for supporting the UW and Charlie Higgins as 
expressed so well by Ron Robinson as follows! 
  
“We are in final coordination of an updated nomination for recognition for Charlie Higgins (BSAA 
1971) as UW AA Distinguished alum for the significant aviation, technology and safety/security 
impacts Charlie made within Boeing and his worldwide impacts from working together with 
government and industry.” 
  
Also note, in the attached Engineer of the Year article, the inclusion Charlie Higgins as a key 
engineering and program manager on the development our Boeing 777 commercial airplane family, 
which is considered the very best safe and efficient airplane family in the world! And Charlie was a 
key leader contributor! 
  
Thank you so much for your and the UW consideration of Charlie! 
  
Am ready to support you as you wish! 
  
We all thank you Amy! 
  
Alan Mulally 
 

https://www.workingtogetherbrightfuture.com/working-together-library-1/wt-8


Amy Sprague 
UW Aero and Astronau3cs 

Subject: My support for Nomina3on of Charles R. Higgins for A&A Dis3nguished Alum 

I worked closely with Charlie Higgins for many years at Boeing, and strongly support his nomina3on for 
UW A&A Dis3nguished Alum. 

Examples of the work Charlie and I accomplished by working together are described very well in the 
aLached nomina3on word file.   

I would be happy to engage with the A&A department and extended community to share some of our 
accomplishments, work experiences, and how Charlie’s extraordinary leadership has produced 
worldwide benefits for avia3on, engineering, safety and security.   

Please let me know if/how I can help. 

Thank you for you con3nuing wonderful Aeronau3cs and Astronau3cs educa3on! 
Alan R Mulally 



From: Alan Mulally  
Sent: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 6:59 PM 
To: UW Aero & Astro 
Cc: Linda and Ron Robinson, Lars Andersen, Chet and Kathy Ekstrand  
Subject: Re: Reminder! By Friday: Nominate our next A&A Distinguished Alum! 
  
Hello Amy! 
  
Would just like to share with you our excitement for supporting the UW and Charlie Higgins as 
expressed so well by Ron Robinson as follows! 
  
“We	are	in	final	coordination	of	an	updated	nomination	for	recognition	for	Charlie	Higgins	(BSAA	
1971)	as	UW	AA	Distinguished	alum	for	the	significant	aviation,	technology	and	safety/security	
impacts	Charlie	made	within	Boeing	and	his	worldwide	impacts	from	working	together	with	
government	and	industry.” 
	 
Also	note,	in	the	attached	Engineer	of	the	Year	article,	the	inclusion	Charlie	Higgins	as	a	key	
engineering	and	program	manager	on	the	development	our	Boeing	777	commercial	airplane	family,	
which	is	considered	the	very	best	safe	and	efficient	airplane	family	in	the	world!	And	Charlie	was	a	
key	leader	contributor! 
	 
Thank	you	so	much	for	your	and	the	UW	consideration	of	Charlie! 
	 
Am	ready	to	support	you	as	you	wish! 
	 
We	all	thank	you	Amy! 
	 
Alan	Mulally  
  

 
 
From: Linda and Ron Robinson  
Date: Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 11:23 AM 
To:  UW Aero & Astro 
Cc: Lars Andersen, Alan Mulally, Chet and Kathy Ekstrand  
Subject: Re: Reminder! By Friday: Nominate our next A&A Distinguished Alum! 
  
Amy, 
  
Lars Andersen and I are UW AA alums who graduated in 1968 with BSAA.  
  
We both had long Boeing careers that benefited from our time at UW.   
  
Lars was selected as the 2011 UW distinguished alum, and a recipient of the 2024 MOF pathfinders 
award - see https://www.aa.washington.edu/news/article/2024-10-11/alum-lars-andersen-receives-
prestigious-museum-flight-pathfinder-award 
 
We are in final coordination of an updated nomination for recognition for Charlie Higgins (BSAA 
1971) as UW AA Distinguished alum for the significant aviation, technology and safety/security 
impacts Charlie made within Boeing and his worldwide impacts from working together with 
government and industry. 
  

https://www.aa.washington.edu/news/article/2024-10-11/alum-lars-andersen-receives-prestigious-museum-flight-pathfinder-award
https://www.aa.washington.edu/news/article/2024-10-11/alum-lars-andersen-receives-prestigious-museum-flight-pathfinder-award


Lars and I both worked for, and with Charlie Higgins. Charlie helped us (and others within Boeing, 
government and industry) in many ways.  He is an excellent mentor - many other former Boeing VP's 
and Directors benefitted from working with and for Charlie. 

Examples of recognition of Charlie's contributions by some others is reflected in endorsements of 
Charlie's nomination from Alan Mulally and Chet Ekstrand. 

I am sure you know of Alan's support of UW AA and his accomplishments including retired Boeing 
Executive Vice-President, President and CEO of Boeing Commercial Airplanes, and President of 
Boeing Defense and Space, and the President and CEO of Ford Motor Company. 

Chet Ekstrand is one example of other execs within Boeing who worked closely with Charlie.  Chet 
retired as a former Boeing VP and Director of Flight Crew Operations. 

Fyi - Charlie is ill but has interacted recently (by Zoom i believe) with at least one UW 
class/students.  Those of us submitting and/or endorsing the nomination for Charlie can provide 
additional support for UW if needed.  See attached note from Alan Mulally. 

I will attempt to enter the fully coordinated package of information into the online portal but I am 
not sure it will properly include pertinent information.  If OK with you, i will attempt to use the input 
form and send by email to you the larger package we have developed. 

Thanks for you help and sorry for inconvenience for you, 
Ron Robinson 



Nominate by Feb 7

 

NOMINATE OUR NEXT
DISTINGUISHED ALUM
 

Faculty, students and alumni can
submit nominations!
 

 

 

READ OUR Q&A WITH LT. GEN. SHAW

WILLIAM E. BOEING DEPARTMENT OF AERONAUTICS & ASTRONAUTICS

 

 

We are now accepting YOUR nominations for the 2025 Distinguished Alum!
Do you know an extraordinary UW Aero & Astro alum who has shaped our field through
innovation, leadership, and service? Someone whose achievements make you proud to be
part of our aerospace community? Now is your chance to recognize their impact.

We're seeking nominations for alumni who exemplify substantial contributions to aerospace
engineering through intellectual curiosity, exploration, integrity, and service. Your nomination
could shine a spotlight on their remarkable journey and inspire the next generation of
aerospace leaders.

Meet A&A's 2024 Distinguished Alum:
Lt. Gen. John Shaw

Lt. Gen. John Shaw, U.S. Space Force, Retired (M.S. ‘91) was
the 2024 A&A Distinguished Alum. His impressive career spans
over three decades in the U.S. Air Force and U.S. Space
Force, where he emerged as a thought leader in national
security and space policy.

Shaw rose through the ranks, ultimately serving as the
Commander of 14th Air Force and the Combined Force Space

Component Command at Vandenberg Space Force Base. In this pivotal role, he was
responsible for providing space capabilities to combatant commands worldwide, ensuring
the nation's space superiority.

UW HOME A&A HOME A&A NEWS

                

CONTACT US   |   PRIVACY   |   TERMS

© 2025 William E. Boeing Department of Aeronautics & Astronautics

Box 352400, Seattle, WA 98195

This email was sent to

Unsubscribe or change your email preferences

https://forms.gle/ed4R1U6zifz6MFpa8
https://forms.gle/ed4R1U6zifz6MFpa8
https://www.aa.washington.edu/news/article/2024-04-29/john-shaw-2024-aa-distinguished-alum
https://www.aa.washington.edu/news/article/2024-04-29/john-shaw-2024-aa-distinguished-alum
https://www.washington.edu/
https://www.washington.edu/
https://aa.washington.edu/
https://aa.washington.edu/news
https://www.washington.edu/boundless/
https://tiktok.com/@UWaeroastro
https://www.facebook.com/UWaeroastro
https://www.instagram.com/UWaeroastro
https://www.youtube.com/UWaeroastro
https://www.linkedin.com/company/37137487
mailto:sprag@uw.edu
https://www.washington.edu/online/privacy/
https://www.washington.edu/online/terms/
https://subscribe.gifts.washington.edu/SubscriptionManagement/Email?SubscriberToken=&ProgramID=53828



